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INTRODUCTION

LET'S BUILD

L @TTT-

A CHICKEN COOP?

" 0 you've decided that chicken

2 keeping is something youd like

to try. You're in good company—
people have been flocking (pun
intended) to raising chickens in ever-
increasing numbers. After all, the idea of
having fresh eggs on a daily basis sounds
quite inviting, and it’s exciting to think
that you can raise your own birds even if
you don't have acres of farmland or live

Raising chickens is a rewarding
experience and is growing in
popularity throughout the country.
A hen and her chicks can provide
endless hours of enjoyment

for their owners. Nothing is

more endearing than newly
hatched chicks.

in a rural location. Even urban chicken
keeping is a hugely popular endeavor,

as it allows city dwellers to move toward
self-sufficiency in a very rewarding

way. Add in the benefits of chicken
manure as garden fertilizer, the delight
of watching a chicken’s daily antics, and
the satisfaction that comes from keeping
livestock—even on a small scale—and it’s
easy to see why chickens are so popular!



CHICKEN TRIVIA

How many eggs can one hen lay? While the
figure varies among breeds, the average hen can
lay approximately 300 eggs per year.

e How many chickens are there in the world?
There are more chickens in the world than
people—some sources say over 20 billion
chickens worldwide.

e Are chickens carnivores, omnivores,
or herbivores? Chickens are omnivores.

¢ |s egg color related to the color of the
hen’s earlobes? Generally speaking, yes;
but exceptions do occur. (Did you know chickens have earlobes?)

e Why did the chicken cross the road? Sorry, we don’t know, but we think she was in a hurry to get
home to read this book!

e Why do roosters dance? Because they don’t know how to sing. Seriously, they perform a little dance for
their hens called “tidbitting.”

e If arooster lays an egg on the roof of the chicken coop, which direction will it fall? Down. Ha!
(Yes, we know roosters can't lay eggs.)

e Why do chickens like to roll around in the dirt? Chickens take dust baths to clean themselves; the
dust helps to eliminate external parasites.

Whether your coop is small and
charming or large and elaborate,
the basic needs of your flock must
be met. From choosing the right
wire for the runs to making sure
there’s enough ventilation, there
are many decisions to make when
constructing your own coop.




Chickens are a great family project, and building a coop together can be very satisfying.

CHICKEN LINGO
Chick: a baby chicken

e Hen: an adult female chicken

e Rooster or cock: an adult male chicken

o Pullet: a young female chicken that hasn't
started laying eggs

e Cockerel: a young male chicken

e Bantam: a smaller variety of chicken

e Broody: the term for a hen that is interested in
hatching a clutch of eggs

e Coop: the structure in which chickens are e Nest box: the portion of the coop in which the
housed (but you already knew that, right?) hens lay eggs

¢ Flock: a group of chickens ® Roost: wooden poles on which chickens can rest

o Free-range: the term for the act of allowing ¢ Run: a large enclosed area where chickens
chickens to roam and forage at will outside of a can exercise
coop or fenced-in run e Egg: what baby chicks hatch from and a great

e Perch: another term for “roost” breakfast food

id00J NI¥IIHD V QTINE S.131



But if you want to keep chickens, they’re particular needs, or maybe you have materials

going to need a place to live, and that’s why you're and supplies on hand and would like to be able to
holding this book in your hands. Providing your incorporate those into your coop. Or maybe you
chickens with a safe, comfortable habitat is your have an existing structure—such as a playhouse—
first priority as a chicken owner. Ideally, youd like that you'd like to convert into a chicken coop.

to outfit your birds with a home that will meet all As with so many farming endeavors, there are

of their needs, as well as prove to be an attractive as many answers as there are questions when it

element to your yard or farm. But maybe youre on  comes to raising chickens. People have different
a budget and want to keep your costs down. Maybe  experiences and varying ideas about the best ways
you like the idea of customizing your coop to your  to raise and house chickens, so we'll be presenting

SAFETY FIRST!

Always exercise caution when beginning a
construction project. Safety must be your #1
priority when working on your coop. Being aware
of your tasks and surroundings and paying
attention to tool and construction safety are vital.
Learn to use your tools in the safest and most
effective ways, and avoid placing yourself in any
situation that could prove dangerous. Remember,
many of the activities described in this book can
be dangerous. Failure to follow safety procedures
may result in serious injury or death. The authors
cannot assume responsibility for any damage to
property or injury to persons as a result of the use
or misuse of the information provided.

A good coop is a safe and happy place for your
chickens. They’'ll willingly enter their coop to roost at
the end of the day, keeping them safe from predators.



you with a lot of questions and hopefully as
many answers.

There are a lot of possibilities to think over
when deciding the size and type of coop youd like
to have for your own flock, and that’s why we wrote
this book: to help you navigate the waters of coop

family and enjoying their
wholesomeness is a big reason that
people start raising chickens. Some
also start a small egg business if
their chickens begin producing
more than they can use.

Even the youngest members of the
family will enjoy getting to know
the chickens and will learn about
their care and feeding.

id00J NI¥IIHD V aTINE S.131

building in an effective and straightforward way.

Whether you have extensive carpentry experience or

are a newbie with a hammer and nails, we'll take you

step-by-step through the process of creating a coop

that will be your flocK’s very own “coop sweet coop”
Let’s get started!
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1A

CHAPTER 1

WHY YOU NEED A COOP

n this chapter, we'll discuss a major present a few more thoughts and ideas,

question: Why do you need a chicken  suggest some advice, and point out
coop? While it’s likely that you already = some of the most exciting advantages of
have a reason or two in mind, we’ll embarking on this type of project.

The importance of good housing for your chickens can’t be overemphasized. The health and safety of your flock

should be your prime concern. Most chickens enjoy free ranging outside of their coop for periods of time during
the day. You'll need to do what you can to keep them safe.

12



Shelter is one of the most important aspects of providing a coop for your chickens. Chickens benefit from a shady

location if you happen to live in an area where temperatures soar during the summer.

The primary purpose of a chicken coop is,
of course, to protect your chickens from adverse
weather and predators. Secondarily, a coop provides
a specific place for your hens to lay their eggs.
The average prefabricated coop will address these
needs, but building your own coop also provides the
opportunity to save money, customize your design,
and have a lot of fun in the process. But before we
explore the benefits of building your own coop,
let’s jump in and learn more about why chickens
need coops.

SHELTER

Chickens require sturdy, well-ventilated housing in
order to avoid the discomfort and health concerns
that result from exposure to the elements. While

a little bit of rain generally won’t bother your

birds, heavy rains—especially cold rains—are
another thing entirely. Most chickens don’t mind

a light drizzle or a passing shower, thanks to the
feathers on most chicken breeds that repel water
quite effectively. But of course you wouldn’t want
your feathered friends to be forced to weather a
downpour or a snowstorm, and a sturdy, dry coop
provides precisely the protection your birds need to
avoid unpleasant weather.

For cold climates, a coop is essential for your
chickens during winter. While some breeds are
quite hardy and don’t seem to be bothered by
temperatures that are less than balmy, cold winds
can be very hard on livestock of all kinds, including
chickens. The same is true in the case of snow;
most chickens can handle snow in moderation,
but it is very important for them to have a dry
location where they can get out of the cold and wet
conditions. Additionally, chickens are susceptible
to frostbite on their wattles and combs, and their
feet may also be at risk if they stand for too long in
deep snow. A chicken coop provides a cozy place for
chickens to escape the elements.

In warmer seasons, a coop can provide some
much-welcomed shade for your chickens, but if
you live in an area with summers that are routinely
quite hot, you'll want to consider modifications to
your coop design to ensure that your birds don't get
overheated while in the coop. These options could
include increased ventilation, window shades, and
provisions for the temporary use of electric fans
during hot weather. Again, these modifications
won't be necessary for all chicken owners, but in
very warm climates they may be an essential step in
maintaining happy, healthy birds.

13
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A rigorous climate—such as those found in the northern parts of the country—means that you’ll need to provide a
coop that enables your birds to escape from the snow and bitterly cold temperatures.

PREDATORS

Protection from predators is just as important to your
chickens as shelter is—perhaps more so. While you
would never let a fox guard your henhouse, will one

be able to sneak in? Your coop and its run (and any
additional fencing) act as your chickens’ primary
protection from sneaky critters who would like
nothing better than to grab a quick chicken snack. Lets
take a look at some of these potential predators, and
then some ways to prevent their access to the coop.

PREDATORY BIRDS

It might seem surprising, but other birds are
among the greatest threats to your chickens. It's not
unheard of for predatory birds such as owls, eagles,
and hawks (including the red-tailed or “chicken”
hawk) to swoop in and make off with a chicken

or two. These predatory birds are very strong

and brilliant hunters—don’t underestimate them.

Obviously, your chickens are at the highest risk of
a bird attack if they are allowed to free range, and

chickens safely tucked in a coop with an attached

run will face far fewer dangers from other birds.

CANINE THREATS

Foxes, coyotes, and even domestic dogs can pose

a significant threat to your flock. Depending on
the time of year, foxes and coyotes may be feeding
their pups, and they’re often on the lookout for
additional food sources. On the domestic side, an
overexuberant pet dog may spell big trouble for
your chickens at any time of the year. Even a dog
that is otherwise trustworthy around the farm may
become a chicken chaser if the opportunity arises.
Dogs from neighboring homes or farms can be
among the worst threats to your birds—so always
be vigilant about keeping your chickens in the coop
after dark.



Hawks are a common predator of chickens, and they’ll think nothing of stealing your hens. Maintaining a good
roof on your coop and runs will deter most large bird predators.
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Your neighbor’s dog might be your flock’s worst enemy. Dogs love to chase anything that moves and even your
own dog might make the mistake of chasing one of your hens. Be sure to train your dog to leave your hens alone.




CATS

Wild cats (such as bobcats or mountain lions) can
certainly be another threat to your flock, but these
animals are not as widespread as other predators.
Chicken attacks from wild cats are not as common
as attacks from canines, but they do happen.
Surprisingly, domestic cats can also be a source

of trouble; some cats simply enjoy the hunting
process and will stalk other animals (including
chickens) for sport. While it might be uncommon
for a domestic cat to kill an adult chicken, cats

are often more than happy to go after chicks or
small bantam breeds. The advantage to having a
domestic cat around your chicken coop is the cat’s
ability to hunt and eliminate rodents—such as mice

or rats—that could be attracted to the feed around
your coop.

WEASELS, SKUNKS, AND RACCOONS

Even small animals can be troublesome, so be aware
of the hunting abilities of sneaky critters such as
weasels, skunks, and raccoons. All three are capable

of squeezing, burrowing, climbing, and digging their
way inside your coop. Weasels can squeeze through
very tiny spaces and are unfortunately quite good

at chewing the heads off of chickens. Raccoons are
smart, persistent, and very strong for their size, so they
can be one of the biggest challenges for the chicken
owner; raccoons are also experts at opening latches
and gates to get at what they want—so be on your toes.

Although you might not think about cats bothering your chickens, they certainly can be a problem. (But usually
they are helpful in rodent control around your coop and yard.)

16
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Raccoons are some of the cleverest adversaries you’ll meet when it comes to keeping chickens. They are capable of
opening latches and squeezing into surprisingly small spaces.




RATS, OPOSSUMS, AND MINKS an eye out for them. Rats and opossums are only

While it is possible for these smaller predators to prevalent in certain parts of the country, so you may
take down an adult chicken (especially smaller or may not be have to deal with them in your area,
bantams), you may find that rats, opossums, and but rats can be hard to eliminate once they become

minks are actually more interested in trying to steal ~ entrenched in a certain location.
your eggs or chicken feed. Minks are semiaquatic

and require a nearby water source, so if you live PREDATOR PREVENTION

far from a lake, river, or pond, you probably won't So, what are the best ways to deal with a predator
be seeing these pests, but they are considered to be problem? While it’s virtually impossible for you to
one of the more notorious chicken killers, so keep maintain an environment that is 100-percent safe

“PROTECT” YOURSELF "'.'." i/ E i

While you might think it makes sense to take a - ,FF-
defensive strategy against predators that threaten g/
Ve strategy against p :mrwm"
your chicken coop, think twice before you shoot, ‘NPT,
trap, or relocate those troublesome individuals. 9y #
States, cities, and towns have varying laws regarding =
the protection of predator birds and animals, = = =

and unless you are familiar with the laws and
ordinances applicable in your community, you could

inadvertently and unknowingly break the law. 7

On the federal level, the Migratory Bird Act - ,
protects many predatory birds (including hawks), |
making it illegal to "pursue, hunt, take, capture, [ J'e . 5
kill, attempt to take, capture or kill, possess, offer | ‘ﬁ ’ "
for sale, sell, offer to purchase, purchase, deliver . = -1t - -
for shipment, ship, cause to be shipped, deliver for :- ' | F s f
transportation, transport, cause to be transported, ¥
carry, or cause to be carried by any means whatever, -

receive for shipment, transportation or carriage, or

export, at any time, or in any manner, any migratory =%

bird, included in the terms of this Convention . .. b SN g
for the protection of migratory birds . .. or any part, . '
nest, or egg of any such bird. "

There may be other local restrictions regarding other predators, such as raccoons. Some individual
cities prohibit the use of firearms entirely, while other locations may require the possession of a permit
before shooting an animal. The bottom line is, educate yourself before trying to eradicate predator
birds and animals. You do not want to find yourself facing a large fine (or even jail time!) by killing a
protected predator.

The use of a live trap and subsequent release of the animal in a new location can be an option in certain
areas, but again—get the facts first.



Cooping your chickens at night will ensure their safety, as most predators that hunt are nocturnal.

for your chickens all the time, you can take specific
steps to help lower and eliminate the danger of
predator attack. These include the following:

Put your chickens in at night. Many predators
hunt at night; it only makes sense to protect
your flock by putting the coop to use during
the nocturnal hours. Even if free ranging is
important to you, allowing your chickens to

go unprotected through the night will almost
always lead to trouble.

Bury the fence several inches. To prevent
animals from gaining unwanted access to your
coop by digging under the run, bury the wire at
least several inches underground; this can help
keep out domestic dogs, foxes, coyotes, and even
small animals such as weasels and opossums.

Use strong mesh for fencing—not chicken
wire. Chicken wire is best put to use as a method
of controlling and maneuvering the chickens
themselves—not as the prime barrier between
the flock and the predators. Larger predators

can tear chicken wire and rip it down; smaller
predators (especially rats) can “weasel” their
way through small openings. Instead, opt for
stronger wire mesh, such as hardware cloth, with
smaller openings.

Keep latches locked. Some predators—raccoons
in particular—are extremely clever about
opening gate latches, or working a gate until it
gives way. For these reasons, gate integrity is a
prime issue for the chicken owner. In addition

to strong hinges, it’s important to make sure that
the gate fits snugly into the frame and that there
are no gaps. But perhaps most important of all

is to be sure that the gate latches are locked in a
critter-proof manner. Snaps and padlocks—even
something as simple as a piece of twisted wire!—
can go a long way toward preventing your lovely
chickens from falling into the paws of a greedy
raccoon. Once you have a gate with a sturdy lock,
take steps to establish an evening coop-locking
schedule and chicken head count—doing this at
a regular time each night will help ensure that
the coop is not inadvertently left open overnight.

d003 ¥ 033N NOA AHM
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Burying wire is one of the best ways to deter predators from accessing the interior of your coop or runs, but
another terrific idea is to place your coop over brick pavers at a width of about 18 inches. When the predator tries
to dig, they won't find easy access and will typically give up.

This golden laced Polish resides inside a poorly constructed chicken run. The use of chicken wire rather than

hardware cloth and the large gaps on the bottom leave this chicken vulnerable to attacks from predators.




Get a guard dog. While it’s true that your
chicken coop is your number one defense
against predators, a guard dog that is properly
trained can be a great help in deterring predators
as well. If your dog has been introduced to

the idea that chickens are not playthings but
rather something in need of protection, it can

be another solution for preventing attacks from
ground-based animals such as foxes, coyotes,
raccoons, weasels, and skunks. In many cases,
simply the presence of a dog on your property
will be enough to discourage such predators. Be
aware, however, that you do not want your dog
to actually tangle with any of these animals—in
addition to the potential injuries your dog could
incur, wild animals potentially carry diseases,
such as rabies. The intimidating presence of the
dog—not physical contact with the predators—is
what you're after.

Discourage predatory birds with shiny objects.
Some people have had good success deterring
eagles and hawks by hanging and arranging
shiny objects (have any old CDs around?) on

and near the coop. The predators don’t seem to
like the objects and it certainly has the advantage
of being an inexpensive option.

Cover the top of your run with chicken wire/
mesh. If predatory birds are an issue in your
area, you may want to consider protecting your
chickens from aerial attacks by enclosing the top
of their run with some sort of wire mesh.

Avoid leaving predator-attracting items lying
around. Easily accessible garbage, pet food, and
even potential critter housing (piles of wood or
other materials) should be avoided whenever
possible, as these items attract wild animals.
Even small predators can cause headaches for
you and your chickens later on, so try not to
inadvertently encourage their presence.

Set traps. Rats, of course, can be trapped with
rattraps, and some of the other smaller predators
(raccoons, opossums, etc.) can be trapped live
and perhaps relocated (see the “Protect Yourself”
sidebar on page 18).

Livestock guardian dogs such as this great Pyrenees provide protection and added safety for your chickens and
other livestock.

d003 ¥ 033N NOA AHM
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ADVANTAGES TO BUILDING YOUR OWN COOP

While you could go down to the nearest farm supply
store, pick out a prefabricated chicken coop, and set
up a home for your chickens in a single afternoon,
building your own coop “from scratch” has distinct
advantages. You’'ll have the opportunity to advance
your carpentry skills while constructing a coop

that will become an attractive component of your
current landscape. Additionally, building your own
chicken coop presents many other advantages—here
are some of them:

COST SAVINGS

Depending on the size, scope, and complexity of
the coop that you choose to build, your potential
costs will vary considerably. By choosing to
build the coop yourself (as opposed to buying

a prefabricated model or hiring a contractor to
handle the construction), your expenses can be
lower, representing a significant cost savings over
the course of the project. Can you fit the project in
on weekends or in the evenings? Can you round up
a few friends who are handy with tools and have a
penchant for poultry? Will you have to buy all of
the materials, or do you have scrap lumber and wire
already on hand? If you can utilize and repurpose
materials that you already own, you can save money
while constructing a quality chicken coop that will
be suitable for your flock.

CUSTOMIZATION OPTIONS

The sky’s the limit when it comes to possible
design options because chicken coop styles are
as wide-ranging as home designs. Spend a few

Designing and building your own coop allows you to add as many extras as you wish. Nice accents to the door,
exterior access to nest boxes, and other details are just a few of the embellishments you can consider.

22



BEAUTIFICATION: YOUR COOP
AS PART OF THE LANDSCAPE DECOR

What's prettier than a colorful flock of hens against a picturesque backdrop of grass on a beautiful sunny
day? Don't let your chicken coop detract from this overall picture of avian bliss. After all, a chicken coop
doesn’t have to be strictly utilitarian—it can also be an important element in the existing landscape of your
yard or farm.

When planning the layout and design of your coop, consider the overall aesthetics of your home and
current outbuildings, then tailor the design of your chicken coop to accentuate and elevate these elements.
By incorporating your chicken coop as a cohesive piece of your landscape, you'll increase the overall appeal
of your surroundings. And by building your own coop, you can pursue these beautification ideas without
being restricted by a certain design, layout, or look.

d003 ¥ 033N NOA AHM

This is a lovely setup for raising chickens. Two portable coops placed end to end allow space to raise more

birds, including those of varying ages. This coop adds to the beauty of the yard and is a welcome addition.
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A chicken coop can range from fairly easy to very complex, but it can be a fun and challenging project

to tackle.

minutes browsing the Internet (try Pinterest or
houzz.com for a great selection of ideas), and
youwll be pleasantly overwhelmed by the vast
array of options that exist for chicken coop
design. It’s easy to incorporate your favorite
elements and make adjustments to meet your
particular needs.

Do you want a chicken coop that gives the
appearance of a small house? Do you prefer a coop
that sits on top of a run? Do you want a coop that
is simple and practical, or one that takes a more
whimsical approach? By constructing your own
coop, you'll be able to customize all of its elements

to suit your specific needs and preferences, as
well as the size of your flock and your plans for
future expansion.

FUN CHALLENGE

Okay, so you probably wouldn’t go out and build
yourself a house with nothing but a set of plans

and some scrap lumber (or maybe you would—if
so, congratulations on your skills and ability!), but
you don’t have to let a lack of previous construction
experience stop you from building your own
chicken coop. Think of the project as a fun, small-
scale building challenge that will help you hone


http://www.houzz.com

your hands-on skills while offering many benefits
and very few pitfalls. What better way to learn basic
building skills than to practice on your very own
chicken coop? After all, even if you make a minor
mistake, the solution is likely a simple fix. And even
if your coop isn't 100-percent perfect in every way,
your chickens will probably withhold judgment and
put the coop to good use anyway.

FAMILY PROJECT

What better way to embark on a fun family project
than to work together and build a coop? Use it as
an opportunity to learn the basics of construction

as you share memorable moments and prepare an
accommodating abode for your chicken residents.
Everyone in the family will learn practical skills
involving tools and measurements, as well as
receive practice in following directions and
making adjustments. Your family will learn the
necessary steps to provide a safe and protected
haven for your chickens, and important aspects of
livestock husbandry. By involving the entire family
in the coop-building project, you'll not only build
important lifelong skills, you'll develop a feeling
of connectivity and togetherness in your new
chicken-keeping endeavor.

Working together on a family project—such as a chicken coop—offers a lot of perks, such as spending time

together, practicing new skills, and learning how to handle tools safely.

d003 ¥ 033N NOA AHM
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CHAPTER 2

1.8

COOP CONSIDERATIONS
SEFURE BUILDING

efore you gather up that scrap
\$"Q lumber and tie on your tool

apron, you'll want to consider a
few things. Just where are you going
to build this chicken coop? Have you
thoroughly evaluated the available
locations and chosen a site that will be
the most effective place for your coop?

Have you considered the presence

of sun, shade, and wind? Have you
considered legalities and ordinances
that might be in effect? Have you
figured some ballpark costs? Have
you figured out where you’ll buy your
chickens? And what breed(s) will

you choose?

You'll need to ask yourself a few questions prior to purchasing a flock of chickens or ordering chicks. Where will
you build your coop, how much do you want to spend, and do you have the necessary skills to accomplish the
construction of the coop yourself?



Think carefully about the costs, time, tools, and skills you'll need to complete this type of project.

The best time to ask these questions is before
you begin to build and before you start sketching
plans or buying lumber. So try to establish a clear
picture in your mind of exactly what your chicken
coop project is going to entail. In this chapter, we'll
walk you through each of these steps so that you
can proceed with your project confidently and with
the knowledge that you've carefully considered your
options and made smart decisions. Let’s get going!

COSTS

Okay, admit it, this is the question that you’re
wondering about most of all. Just how much is this
chicken coop going to cost, anyway? It’s a legitimate
question, and one that is wise to consider before you
begin building an elaborate chicken mansion that
you later discover is far out of your price range. At
the very least, you need a ballpark figure on which
to build.

There’s only one thing: coming up with that
ballpark figure isn't necessarily easy. The number
of variables involved with this type of project can
make it difficult to establish a basic cost. What kind
of variables, you ask? Here are a few:

The price of lumber: This varies regionally,
seasonally, and by type. Pine is generally
cheaper; cedar is more expensive. The type
of lumber you choose will have a direct

and significant effect on the overall cost of
your coop.

Your skill level: Can you do most of the work
yourself? Or will you need to hire someone to
handle certain parts of the project? Do you have
friends or relatives with the skills to help you
construct your coop?

The size of your coop and its design: Will you
choose a metal roof? Or cedar shingles? Do
you need a coop that is large enough to house
a dozen hens, or will a four-hen coop suffice?
Is the coop going to be moveable or stationary?
Your choices of material and the finished

size will have a direct impact on the cost of
your coop.

Existing materials and supplies: Do you have
leftover scrap lumber from a previous project
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Preparing a site for your coop might entail some groundwork if your coop is going to be a permanent structure.




that you can repurpose for your chicken coop?
Or will you have to invest in new lumber for the
entire project?

o Existing tools: Is your garage already equipped
with a chop saw and a compressor? How about
a cordless drill? If you already have access to
these vital tools, you’ll have fewer immediate
expenses than someone who must go out and
purchase tools before starting on the project.
Or is it possible for you to borrow some of the
more expensive tools from a family member
or neighbor?

o Starting from scratch or repurposing another
building: Perhaps you have a child’s playhouse
that’s no longer being used, an extra shed on
your property, or an old vehicle that no longer
serves its original purpose. Or do you like
the idea of designing and building your own
coop? Starting with a preexisting building will
definitely save some dollars, but it may limit
some of your other design options.

So while one person might be able to build an
entire coop for $600, someone else might build
an identical coop at a cost of $1,000. Get out
your pencil and paper, and maybe a calculator,
and figure out what it might cost you before you
begin building.

CHOOSING A LOCATION FOR YOUR COOP

Having made the decision to build your own
chicken coop, one of the first things to consider—
and indeed, one of the most important things
to consider—is where it should be built. There
are many factors to consider when choosing the
location for your chickens” happy home. Making
the right decision is very important for the well-
being of your chickens, as well as to save you
from unnecessary expenditures of time and effort.
After all, you don’t want to go to all the trouble of
building the world’s greatest chicken coop only to
realize that a poor choice of location has introduced
several unavoidable problems that will seriously
hinder your quest to raise poultry. And as you
will soon discover, once a chicken coop is fully
constructed, transporting it to a different location is
not always an easy task!

Of course, you could consider a mobile chicken
coop, sometimes called a chicken tractor. If you
have the room to move your coop from place to

place on your property, this is an attractive option to
consider. At this point we're going to be discussing
the coop as a permanent fixture and not a moveable
coop; we'll go into that possibility later on. To
prevent yourself from traveling down blind alleys or
embarking on wild goose (or chicken!) chases, you
will want to devote a good deal of time to choosing
the ideal location for your coop.

One of the first things to look for is the
condition of the ground. It is not advisable to
build your coop on a moist site, as wet conditions
promote the development of mold. If your coop is
made of untreated wood, moist ground can lead
to the decay of your coop due to rot. Additionally,
there are many health issues to consider, and a wet
or damp site is not ideal for your chickens’ health.
So be sure to choose a dry site that will remain free
of standing water or general wetness, even after a
heavy rain.

In examining ground conditions, you should
also look for a level site without slopes (unless
your coop is to feature a professionally built, level
foundation) because building on a sloped surface
will not only make caring for your chickens
difficult, but it could introduce the possibility of
the coop tipping over in the right circumstances.
A slight slope can be corrected by propping up the
low side of your coop with a sturdy foundation of
concrete blocks, but if the slope seems too steep, you
might want to choose a different place.

SEPARATION VS. CONVENIENCE:
THE GREAT DEBATE

One of your primary considerations when choosing
the location for your coop is whether you prefer

the convenience of having the coop located close to
your house or the aesthetic and aromatic benefits
of having the coop located further away. If you

live on a small lot, you may not have much choice,
but if you live on a larger parcel, you will soon
discover that choosing between separation and
convenience is a multifaceted decision without a
clear-cut answer.

There are obvious benefits and drawbacks to
both possibilities. If you shudder at the thought of
awakening every morning to the sight of a chicken
coop right outside your door and if the meandering
arrival of “fowl” odors every time you open your
windows is not something you desire, then locating
your coop farther away from your house could
be a relief to you and your family. Then again, if
occasional odors don’t bother you, and if the sight

INITTINE 340438 SNOILYHIAISNGD 400D

29



of your coop and your chickens gives you a sense of
satisfaction and accomplishment, then positioning
your coop closer to your house will allow you to
reap the rewards that a more distantly placed coop
cannot offer. We should mention, though, that a
clean and well-maintained coop offers little odor,
and an attractive coop can actually be a pleasant
addition to your yard.

One of the primary benefits to keeping your
coop near your home is its proximity to water and
electricity. Obviously, the farther your coop is from
a water source, the farther you will have to haul
fresh water for your chickens—a chore that will
need to be done frequently. Therefore, regardless of
whether you locate your coop close to or far away
from your house, you would not want to place it
at the top of a steep hill, several hundred feet from
the nearest water faucet. Even the most devoted
chicken enthusiasts may find the trek tiresome after

a few days. Locating your coop close to your house
will shorten the journey from water source to coop,
saving you time and effort in the long run.

Along similar lines, locating your coop close
to a source of electricity will enable you to more
easily include lights and/or a heated water supply in
your coop, which are especially helpful if you live
in a location with cold winter months. Even if you
won't need electricity, you might still want to build
your coop near a power source, if not just for the
convenience of being able to use corded power tools
while building the coop.

If your coop is less than 100 feet away from the
nearest electrical outlet, a good extension cord may
be sufficient to occasionally power a light. However,
you should consider some safety concerns, such as
the power demands of your equipment (does your
equipment need more electricity than the extension
cord can provide?) and the possibility of small

Do you want your coop placed in close proximity to your home for the added convenience, or would you prefer to
have it a bit further away? If your yard is large enough to give you a choice in location, consider all the variables

prior to building.
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A solar power panel can eliminate the need for direct access to electricity and can be used to power things such as
an electric fence for a run.
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Choosing a cool and shady location can be beneficial on the hottest days of summer. Your chickens will appreciate
the ability to get out of the sun.

rodents (such as mice or squirrels) chewing through
the cord. For longer distances—or for peace of mind
when powering electricity-guzzling equipment—it
might be wise to have a professional electrician
install permanent electrical wiring in the form of a
buried or overhead cable to bring electricity directly
to your coop. However, the farther your coop is
from an electrical source, the farther you will have
to run the wiring, and the more expensive your
project will become.

If you'll be using a chicken tractor, or moveable
coop, then you can look into solar-powered units
to produce enough electricity for the runs, lights,
heaters, and electronic door openers. Of course,
it’s possible to raise chickens in a coop without the
benefit of electricity for lights or heat, but when you
want eggs all winter long, you’ll need to provide
a light source for fifteen to sixteen hours a day in
order to encourage egg production.

As you can see, the pros and cons of separation
versus convenience are numerous, and there is no
right or wrong decision. Analyze the possibilities,
and then choose the option that makes the most
sense for your particular situation.

SUN, SHADE, AND WIND

It is also important to consider the location of your
coop in regard to the sun. In general, your coop
should be positioned so that the front receives early-
morning sunshine, but also receives some shade
from the strong heat rays of the afternoon. This
way, your coop will receive the drying and warming
benefits of the early-morning sun, but will also
avoid getting too warm. Due to their lack of sweat
glands, chickens do not tolerate heat very well and
can suffer heat stroke if they get too hot. Therefore,
making sure that your coop is protected from the
sun’s hottest rays will go a long way toward keeping
your chickens happy and healthy.

On the other hand, if your live in a colder region
of the world, your coop should be positioned to face
south, guaranteeing that it receives as much warmth
from the sun as possible. But regardless of whether
your live in a warm or cold climate, you will want to
make sure that your chicken coop’s run offers shade
at all times of day, so that your chickens will be able
to find relief from the sun if they so desire. Trees,
bushes, or shrubs can do the job well, but if such
plants are not to be had, then you can construct



a shady region of your run out of wood, concrete
blocks, or any other sturdy, weather-resistant
materials you can find.

On a similar note, your run should offer
an ample supply of grass for your chickens to
consume. Not only is grass an important part
of your chicken’s diet, but it also harbors small
insects and various seeds that are another major
component of your feathered friends’ diets.
Providing your chickens with an opportunity to
munch on these goodies will help ensure that your
chickens are receiving a well-balanced diet with all
of the nutritional components that they require.
Many people free range their flocks and only coop
the chickens at night or in inclement weather. In
these circumstances, the birds are allowed free
access to grass and other vegetation along with
all the benefits of being able to feast on lots of
bugs and insects. In the case of a permanent coop,
free ranging during the day is a good choice in
many cases. If you don’t feel comfortable letting
your chickens run free during the day, consider

a moveable coop or chicken tractor that have the
obvious advantage of being able to travel to the
grass whenever necessary.

Wind and ventilation are another important
consideration. Obviously, your coop—Ilike a
house—needs windows or vents to allow the
circulation of fresh air and to thwart the possibility
of respiratory diseases, as well as to eliminate odors
and gases (such as ammonia). Unfortunately, like
some people, chickens are not very fond of wind,
and it’s best to make certain that they receive
protection from cold drafts. One way to do this is to
position your coop so that the windows are opposite
of the typical wind direction in your area. For
example, many winds in the Northern Hemisphere
blow from west to east, so positioning the windows
of your coop on the east side can help shelter your
chickens from the bitterest of winds. In addition,
you can position your coop in an area where natural
or man-made windbreaks—such as a line of trees,

a large building, or other such obstacles—preclude
the wind from reaching your coop.

Grass is a delight to chickens and being able to provide them with grass in their run is a real treat. In addition, if

you choose to allow your birds to free range during the day, they’ll likely find some grassy areas to enjoy, such as

this lovely yard.

INITTINE 340438 SNOILYHIAISNGD 400D

33



34

fri M-‘-': -

=

Ventilation in your coop is very important. A window that opens and closes is a nice addition to your coop design.

One final aspect to consider when choosing
a site for your coop is the possibility of having a
compost pile. If you intend to save your chickens’
droppings for future use as fertilizer—an
excellent idea if your farming endeavors extend
to gardening as well—then it makes sense to site
your coop near your compost pile. This will save
you from hauling the droppings long distances,
which can save you a great deal of time and effort
in the long run. Chickens also enjoy getting into
the compost pile and do a good job of helping to
keep it turned.

In conclusion, choosing the location of your
chicken coop is an important step in your chicken-
raising venture. But while finding a location with
every desirable feature is ideal, the reality is that

your property may not offer every possible attribute.

In that case, do your best to find the ideal location,
and make do as well as you can.

WHERE TO BUILD YOUR COOP

You may be thinking, Wait a minute—didn’t I just
read a whole section about where to build my coop?

The answer is yes, you did, but in this case, we're
not talking about where to locate your coop—were
talking about where you should actually embark on
the process of constructing the coop.

It may seem logical to build the coop in your
garage, where access to supplies, tools, and climate
control are easily accessible. (It’s not much fun
building a chicken coop out in the sun on a hot
summer day.) But in practice, this is not a good
idea. Unless you are building an absolutely bare-
bones coop with thin walls and little-to-no frills
(or a portable coop), you will soon discover that
your fully assembled coop is much too heavy to be
easily moved.

So to avoid back-breaking effort down the road,
you will want to go about the actual assembly of
your coop on the site where you wish for it to be
located. If this means hauling tools and supplies
to the location, so be it. If it means working in the
sun a hot day, put on sunscreen or set up a shade-
creating tent. Believe us when we say it will be
worth it in the long run, even if it doesn’t seem so at
the time.



If you can position your coop close
to your compost pile, your chickens
will do an excellent job of turning
the pile and keeping it aerated.

Letting your chickens free range
can have its drawbacks too,
especially if they decide to spend
time at your front door and make
a mess of your entry. You might
consider building a larger chicken
run or creating a yard that'’s fenced
in to allow the chickens to roam

while keeping them off your porch.
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HEY, DO | NEED A PERMIT?
THE LEGALITIES OF COOP BUILDING

When you first think about building a coop, you
probably aren’t thinking in terms of regulations
and ordinances. After all, it’s just a coop, right? But
you might be surprised at the amount of red tape
involved with your project. Chicken coops don't
really seem like the type of structure that would
require a permit in order to construct, but the truth
is that some locations have very specific ordinances
and regulations that could come into play.

But before you even get to the legalities of
coop building, you'll need to first determine
whether chickens may be kept in your location.
Unfortunately, many cities and towns have
restrictions on chicken keeping, including
regulations on the number of chickens that can
be kept, the size of the property on which the
chickens are housed, and other criteria. Some areas
prohibit the keeping of roosters due to the extra
noise; others require that all chickens be leg-banded
for identification purposes. Even though many
locations have adopted chicken-friendly policies,
you may find that your municipality is quite
restrictive with regard to the keeping of poultry.
Always be sure that you are in accordance with local
ordinances before embarking on your chicken-
keeping endeavor.

Some areas require a permit in order to keep
chickens, and this permit may need to be renewed
on a regular basis. Additionally, some areas require
that you obtain written consent from the owners
of the properties that adjoin yours, giving their
approval for your chicken keeping.

If you've determined that your location is zoned
for chickens (yay!), then your next step will be to
determine whether you will need another kind
of permit: a building permit for your coop. The
relatively small size of most coops still puts them
under the size criteria that requires a permit, but
coops that are portable (that is, not on a foundation)
are often exempt from permit requirements
altogether. Check with your local zoning
department for information on specific legalities
for your area. For example, if your local regulations
stipulate that structures over 10 x 10 feet require
a permit, and your chicken coop is 4 x 8 feet, then
your coop doesn’t require a permit. However, if your
coop is going to be 10 x 12 feet, then you would
need to pull a permit.

After you've checked into the permit process
and obtained any necessary permits, you’ll need

to ensure that the plan or design for your chicken
coop meets the criteria for chicken housing as
outlined in your local regulations. You might

be surprised at the detailed requirements that

some locales have enacted with regard to chicken
coops. Some ordinances detail the size required

for a coop, the number of windows that must be
included, the minimum height of the structure,
specifications with regard to the number of doors,
and other criteria. Similar regulations might also
apply to enclosed chicken runs; this portion of
your structure may need to be of a specific size and
height. There are often additional restrictions with
regard to chicken butchering, the storage of chicken
feed, the regular disposal of manure, and other areas
of maintenance.

Think you have everything covered? Not so fast.
Ordinances often regulate the location of a chicken
coop on your property. Many stipulate a specific
“setback” that defines how far away your coop
must be from property lines, the street, etc. The
size of your parcel of land can play an important
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You may need to acquire a permit to keep chickens in
your area.



In some towns and cities, roosters are not allowed and the ordinances are very specific as to the number of birds
you may house on your property. Check your local ordinances to see if there are any that apply to raising chickens.

part in this; larger lots or acreage parcels obviously
offer more options for coop placement, whereas
small urban lots may have limitations in finding an
appropriate and legal place for a coop.

Do you need to know where to find ordinances
for your area? Contact your local courthouse,
or do a quick web search for “keeping chickens,
ordinances, [your town and state]”. Your local
County Extension Service agent may also have
helpful information. By carefully following these

regulations, you'll ensure that the coop you build is
in compliance with local ordinances and that your
chickens will be a welcome (and legal!) addition to
your community. If you find yourself located in a
less-than-chicken-friendly town or city, don’t be too
quick to despair—many towns are reconsidering the
restrictiveness of their ordinances and codes and
may very well be open to discussion on changing
some overly heavy-handed regulations that may
currently exist.

INITTINE 340438 SNOILYHIAISNGD 400D

37



38

Hatching chicks is a rewarding and fascinating adventure.

GETTING STARTED WITH CHICKENS

Getting started with chicks is a rewarding experience,
but it can be a little confusing if you've never done it
before. Before you purchase your chicks, your first
step is to settle upon the breed (or breeds) of chicken
that youd like to keep. Your decision will depend on
a variety of criteria, from size to egg production, and

it’s important that you put careful thought into your
birds before you buy. There are many websites and
books devoted to chicken breeds and their various
attributes. The information is voluminous and not
within the scope of this book, but there’s loads of
terrific information out there, and talking to other
chicken enthusiasts is a great start.



If you're keeping chickens with an eye on those
farm-fresh eggs, then you might want to consider
one of the well-known egg-producing breeds, such
as a white leghorn. Breeds that are noted for their
impressive egg-laying ability might produce as
many as 300 eggs per year, while other breeds might
produce only 100. So if eggs are your aim (and for
many chicken keepers, they are), bear this in mind
when selecting a breed.

If youd like to raise chickens as meat birds,
then you're looking for an entirely different set of
characteristics. In this case, you might want to try
a hybrid, such as the Cornish rock cross, which is
noted for its ability to gain weight quickly.

If eggs and meat are important to you, then a
dual-purpose breed—perhaps the Rhode Island
red—could be a good choice. Dual-purpose breeds

may not achieve the impressive production rate of

specialty breeds, but they provide a great option if

you're looking to keep only a few birds and want to
diversify your focus.

Some people find the idea of raising endangered
chicken breeds appealing. Check out The Livestock
Conservancy (formerly the American Livestock
Breeds Conservancy, www.livestockconservancy.org/)
for a list of rare-breed chickens. A few breeds on the
“critical” list include the Russian Orloff, the Nankin,
and the Spanish.

You may also want to consider other aspects, such
as the hardiness level of the various breeds, their
ability to withstand extremes of temperature. (Do
you live in a frigidly cold or swelteringly hot climate?)
Find out if your breed of choice will be happy and
healthy in your particular climate before you buy.

You must order a minimum of twenty-five chicks from most mail-order hatcheries, so if you don’t need that many,

try teaming up with a friend or two to share the order.
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Just exactly where are those earlobes? They're located
just below the circular area that is the chicken’s ear.

Eggs come in a variety of colors, including white,
various shades of brown, and shades of blue and green.

EGG COLOR

While this may seem superficial in comparison to
some of the other more serious criteria upon which
you'll select your desired breeds of birds, but egg
color can be an important consideration to lots of
people. The majority of chicken breeds produce eggs
that are white or brown, but some breeds produce
eggs that are blue, green, reddish, or even pink.
So-called “Easter Egger” chickens produce a range
of colored eggs (hence their name; a nod to the
eggs’ colored appearance), while Araucanas and
Ameraucanas stay more restricted in the blue and
green shades.

It is said that the color of a chicken’s earlobes
predicts the color of their eggs; though it doesn't
always hold true, it's a guide. Where do you find
those earlobes? On the side of the head, about
where you'd think...look for either a white or red
lobe, just below the ear. White lobes will produce
white or lighter colored eggs and red lobes will
typically produce brown eggs.

Colorful eggs boast the fun of novelty (what's
more fun than collecting blue eggs from your very
own hens?), but there's also a practical side: colored
eggs tend to bring a higher price at farmers’ markets
than their white or brown counterparts. So if you're
looking to bring in a little extra cash from your egg
business, consider the appeal of colored eggs when
selecting your breeds.

A basket of fresh eggs . . . delightful!
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There are many breeds of chickens from which to choose, and you'll want to consider all the characteristics and

qualities that you're seeking before you making your choice. This is a frizzle Cochin hen.
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Once you've selected the breed (or breeds) of
chickens that you would like to raise, the next step
is to figure out where to purchase your poultry. One
popular and easy option is to buy them through a
mail-order hatchery. What could be simpler than
having a group of day-old chickens delivered right
to your front door?

Purchasing through a mail-order hatchery
can be particularly useful if you're interested in
obtaining unusual or heritage breeds. Murray
McMurray Hatchery, for example, sells rare breeds
such as Phoenix, buttercups, and golden laced
wyandottes, which can be difficult to find. One
thing to consider when ordering through a mail-
order hatchery is that the minimum number of
chicks you can purchase is often twenty-five,
so if you don’t have room for that many chicks

(don’t forget, they will soon grow into full-sized
chickens!), you may want to choose a different
means of purchasing chickens—one that will allow
you to buy only as many as you need. Or you can
partner up with a friend or two, each taking a share
of the twenty-five chicks.

To this end, you might consider purchasing
started pullets (young hens that are just about ready
to start laying) either from a mail-order hatchery
or from a local source. If you're only after a few
healthy, mature, and well-bred chickens, this can be
a particularly suitable option.

If you're unsure of which breeder or hatchery
to buy from, consult other chicken enthusiasts in
your area. Perhaps your next-door neighbor has
had great success in raising chickens and can offer
you advice on local sources for purchasing chickens.

continued on page 46

The white leghorn rooster is what many people consider the quintessential American rooster.



COOP CONSIDERATIONS BEFORE BUILDING
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The Rhode Island red rooster is a handsome fella.
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The naked neck chicken is an odd-looking addition to your coop.




continued from page 42

Or perhaps he has raised seventeen consecutive Best
of Show chickens at the fair and would be willing to
sell you a few examples of his best breeding stock.
If not, local and national poultry organizations
may have advice on finding a suitable place to buy
chicks. You can also consult your County Extension
Service office; they will have good information and
sources for you to consider.

In addition, the next time you attend a
poultry show or a county fair, talk to some of the
exhibitors and other knowledgeable people about
sources for buying chicks or hens. Members of
your local 4-H or FFA club may be interested in

helping you find the perfect poultry. It is essential
to make sure the chicks or chickens you're
ordering are the healthiest ones you can find,

so ask about health guarantees and make sure

that you don’t inherit someone else’s problems.
Sometimes getting free chickens from a friend isn’t
the best choice.

So in essence, the best way to find a good place
to buy chickens is to do some research and ask
around. There are many, many excellent places to
choose from, and as long as you have some idea of
what you're looking for, finding suitable chickens
should be no trouble at all. Good luck!

A Russian Orloff hen and chick scour for food.
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Visit your local county fair or poultry show to locate breeders and to see what's available in your local area. This

silkie chicken is a fancy bird!
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CHOOSING AND BUYING CHICKEN SUPPLIES

Even after you've planned your coop and selected
your preferred breed of chickens, you'll still need to
outfit your coop with the equipment and accessories
needed to care for your chickens. Feeders, waterers,
nest pads, lights, brooders, feed, containers in which
to store feed—your shopping list can quickly grow
quite long. You can purchase these items online or
through mail-order catalogs, or you can stock up

at your local farm supply store. Bear in mind that
while the selection from online retailers might be
more extensive, you may incur shipping costs that
can add up. In this case, shopping locally might be a
more cost-effective choice.

When you're first starting out with chickens, it’s
easy to get caught up in the desire to do everything
heartily and all at once—and that includes buying
supplies and accessories. But until you've worked
with and around your chickens for a while, it can
be hard to know exactly which items will prove to
be most useful to you. For this reason, you may
want to start small. Buy only what you absolutely
need in order to get started, and then work with
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your birds for a time. You may discover that the
feeder style that you chose is less than efficient,

or you may love the nest pad that you decided to
try. Before investing significantly in vast quantities
of supplies, experiment a bit to discover what

you like and what works best for your situation.
Again, asking other chicken experts in your area
what equipment they like best may guide you to
better decisions.

THE BEDDING DILEMMA

At this point, you're probably thinking, What does
choosing bedding materials have to do with building
my chicken coop? The answer is—nothing. Well, not
exactly. But even if you build the nicest coop in the
world, it won’t be usable by chickens if it doesn’t
have a good layer of bedding to absorb moisture
and provide a comfy floor for your birds—and

a soft, clean place to lay their eggs in their nest
boxes. So with this in mind, it’s clear that choosing
appropriate bedding material is not only an
important step in preparing your coop for life with
chickens, but a critical one as well.
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Finding the right chicken feeders, waterers, fencing, wire, and nest boxes is important. Whether you buy locally at

the farm supply store or purchase through catalogs, ask around for advice from other people who raise chickens.



Choosing the right bedding may take some trial and error on your part. You may try various products and materials

= -

only to end up choosing something straightforward, such as pine shavings. Pine shavings are clean to look at and

smell nice as well. Your bedding will be used in your nest boxes as well as on the floor of your coop. The owner

of this coop also adds in lavender, herbs, and edible flowers to her nest boxes for her hens to enjoy—and to help

control mites.

There are many different kinds of bedding
to choose from, all with various advantages and
disadvantages. Selecting the right one comes
down to personal preference and budget as much
as anything else, although some types of bedding
are definitely superior to others in terms of easy
cleaning, absorbing moisture, and such. Here are
some of them:

»  Wood shavings: Widely available at feed and
pet stores, wood shavings are easy to work with,
excellent at absorbing moisture, and terrific at
creating a soft bed for your chickens. They smell
good and look good and can be a great addition
to the compost pile after cleaning the coop.
Depending on the number of chickens you'll be
raising, they’re pretty cost effective.

In seeking the best possible wood
shavings for your coop, there are a couple of
considerations to keep in mind. In general,
shavings made from softwood trees, such as pine
trees, are the ideal, although some softwoods—
such as cedar—are not recommended for

chickens or other livestock. Although cedar
shavings have a wonderful, woodsy smell that
can help repel insects—an obvious benefit—
there is a great debate among chicken keepers
on whether cedar (and, to a much lesser extent,
pine) shavings can be toxic to your chickens.
Some people never have an issue; others have
found the toxicity levels too high for young
chicks. Unfortunately, little research has been
done on the toxicity of cedar shavings when

it comes to chickens, so if you intend to raise
baby chicks, pine shavings—or another kind of
bedding entirely—will prove more suitable.

On a similar note, make sure that the wood
shavings you purchase (regardless of the type)
are free of any chemicals that could be harmful
to your birds. Typically pine shavings sold for
livestock will be safe to use.

One thing to definitely avoid is sawdust,
which—although similar to wood shavings—is
comprised of much finer particles (hence the
name saw dust) that can cloud in the air and
cause respiratory issues for your chickens. So
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breathe easy (both you and your chickens) and
stay clear of sawdust in favor of wood shavings.

Straw: The main questions to consider with
straw are what kind of straw to use and whether
it should be chopped into pieces or left whole. In
general, wheat straw is considered to be the best
type of straw for chicken bedding, while oat and
rye straw can be good choices as well.

As far as chopping or not chopping, there are
advantages and disadvantages to both. Straw that
has not been chopped can be difficult to work
with, as it tends to tangle itself into large snarls
that mix with chicken droppings and become
an icky mess—yuck! By chopping your straw,
you can avoid this issue, but chopped straw can
be on the dusty side and could potentially lead
to respiratory issues for your chickens. Straw
doesn’t have the absorbency of wood shavings
and so this may also impact your decision.

Dried leaves: Dried leaves, gathered after
they have fallen from trees in the fall, offer
the advantages of being abundant and very
inexpensive—in most cases, their only cost is the
time you spend gathering them. However, dried
leaves have the disadvantages of being prone
to growing mildew and mold, and they tend
to pack down and lose their fluffiness easily.
Shredding the leaves can help prevent this. Pine
needles can also make another good natural
bedding choice. Although unless you live in or
near a pine forest, securing enough to use as
chicken bedding could prove challenging.
Always be sure that you choose leaves that
are not toxic to chickens. The leaves of oak and
buckeye trees, for example, contain toxins that
could harm your chickens, so you will want
to avoid these while gathering appropriate
leaves. If you're uncertain on how to identify
the poisonous leaves from the good ones, or are
leery of making a mistake, a different choice of
bedding material may be the best idea.

Shredded newspaper: If you are fond of reading
newspapers, you know how quickly they can pile
up after you've read them. Fortunately, shredded
newspapers can make excellent bedding for
chickens, so if you have a paper shredder, you
can bid farewell to the ever-growing stack of
newspapers and give them a new lease on life as
chicken bedding.

Shredded newspaper offers the advantages
of being inexpensive (you're already paying
for the newspapers, and you may be paying
to dispose of them as well, so using them as
bedding could actually save you money) and
also somewhat absorbent, helping to keep
your chicken coop nice and dry. In addition,
shredded newspapers disintegrate rapidly and
can be used as compost when their days as
chicken bedding are over.

There are a few disadvantages to shredded
newspaper that should be considered. For one, if
not changed often enough, it does likes to clump
together, which can lead to a soggy and yucky
pile of paper. This can become rather slippery,
leading to undesirable side effects such as
splayed legs in young birds. Fortunately, careful
maintenance of the bedding conditions can help
you avoid this issue.

Another concern is the possibility of
shredded newspapers containing toxic ink that
could harm your chickens if they consumed
it—and of course, chickens do have a tendency
to peck at things, bedding included! If you're
uncertain whether your newspapers feature
nontoxic ink, a different choice of bedding may
be necessary.

Sand: Good-quality sand may not be the first
thing that comes to mind when you think of
chicken bedding, but sand can be an excellent
bedding choice for your coop. However, unless
you happen to possess a top-notch sand pit

in your backyard (not likely), you will have to
purchase builder’s or construction-grade sand.
The advantages of sand are numerous, and you
may find that the ease and cleanliness of sand is
worth the added cost.

The primary advantage of sand is that it is
terrific at absorbing moisture and dries rapidly,
which—as mentioned previously—are two very
desirable aspects of good chicken bedding.
Furthermore, sand is easy to work with and
clean. What could be easier than scooping
chicken droppings out of sand?

In essence, many different types of materials
can be used as chicken bedding, and all can be
perfectly useable under the right circumstances.
Basically, as long as your bedding material is
free of dust, mold, and moisture, you are well
on your way to creating a soft, healthy haven for
your poultry.



CHICKEN NEST PADS

No matter what bedding material you choose, it's
bound to get somewhat messy, and if the thought
of your hens laying eggs in old dried leaves makes
you cringe, perhaps you should consider special
bedding for your nest boxes. Many farming supply
companies offer chicken nest pads, which are
specially-designed, one-piece bedding layers that
are meant to be comfortable for your chickens
while at the same time helping keep your eggs
fresh and clean.

Chicken nest pads feature an array of tiny
“tufts,” coupled with holes in the center and in
between each tuft, that discourage build-up of
droppings while also keeping your eggs raised
above the manure, reducing the number of
contaminated eggs. Hooray!

Best of all, chicken nest pads are very easy to
clean, thanks to their easily-removable nature. So
if cleanliness is a major desire in your nest boxes,
why not give chicken nest pads a try?

Chicken nest pads

DEEP LITTER METHOD

No matter which kind of bedding material you
eventually choose to use in your coop, when
it comes to coop cleaning, you might want to
consider trying the deep-litter method.

When executed properly, the deep-litter
method can save you an incredible amount of time
and effort when it comes to cleaning you coop, in
addition to providing other valuable benefits for
your chickens. Basically, the deep-litter method
involves establishing a deep layer of bedding
(several inches thick), and then adding to it—
rather than subtracting from it—when cleaning
the coop. For example, instead of scooping chicken
droppings out of the bedding, all you have to do is
rake them underneath the bedding material (where
they can’t cause you or your chickens any trouble)
and add more bedding on top as necessary.

Over time, your layer of bedding will get
deeper and deeper, with the chicken droppings
and old bedding remaining at the bottom of the
layer, where it naturally decomposes. Furthermore,
the decomposition process releases a bit of heat
as well, which is helpful for keeping your chickens
warm during the winter months. Many people
love this method for its time and convenience.

After a while—a few months, perhaps—
you will need to give your coop a complete
cleaning, removing all of the bedding and starting
fresh. But the time spent on this occasional
chore is more than offset by the time you will
save throughout the rest of the year. If you're
interested in trying the deep-litter method, talk
to other chicken enthusiasts that have experience
with the system, and ask for advice and tips on
how to create and maintain the bedding layer.

If you do the job right, you will surely find the
process to be time-saving, easy, cleaner—and
maybe even fun! Ok, so fun might be stretching it
a bit, but you get the idea!
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1.8

DESIGNING YOUR COOP

ou could conceivably skip this
chapter entirely and just proceed
on to Chapter 4, especially if
you’re planning to construct your coop
according to the step-by-step plan
in Chapter 5. But if you're interested
in the actual nitty-gritty process of
designing a coop to your own plans
and specifications, then this chapter is
for you.

Designing the perfect home for
your chickens can be a lot of fun.
Your chickens will benefit from the
ability to keep safe from predators
as well as having protection from
inclement weather.

This chapter will guide you through the major
areas you need to consider when designing your
coop, including size, ventilation, and roof types,
as well as many other details that are important
to understand. Upon reaching the end of this
chapter, you’ll have a better idea of what your
coop will need in order to be the perfect abode for
your flock.

THE COMPLEXITY OF YOUR PROJECT

Before proceeding any further, it would be wise to
sit down and ask yourself the following question:
How complex a project can I reasonably undertake?




There are many decisions to make when designing your coop. How much room will you need for your birds? In
this case, the hens have plenty of room in their coop and run; they're also protected by the appropriate hardware
cloth wire.

Although it might be great to build a gigantic
coop with every bell and whistle you can think of,
you must consider the complexity of your project
with respect to what you can feasibly achieve. After
all, if a good gardener has a green thumb, it could be
said that a poor carpenter may soon have a black-
and-blue thumb! So if your carpentry skills are
limited or nonexistent, and you will be working on
your coop for only a few hours a day on weekends,
it would be wise to scale down the chicken coop
of your dreams into a project that is more easily
achievable. Instead of ten nest boxes, maybe three is
a more realistic goal.

On the other hand, if a family member or friend
is a carpenter by trade and possesses a garage
full of power tools that would be the envy of any
construction company, and if you already have
experience in working with such tools, then, by all
means, create a chicken coop that is as elaborate as
you desire.

If you lack the time or experience to build a super-
duper chicken coop, you might want to forego some
of the frills that larger coops can offer and stick with
something simple. This is a perfectly fine decision,
and with this in mind, the chicken coop instructions
offered in Chapter 5 are geared toward someone with
basic carpentry skills and tool knowledge.

If you have some experience in working with
lumber or power tools, and have the time to commit
to building an extra-special coop, then feel free to
consider all the aspects of chicken coop design and
customize your coop so that it is exactly the way you
want it.

THE SIZE OF YOUR COOP

What size will you make your coop? This is an
important decision as it will determine the number
of chickens that you’ll be able to comfortably house.
Do you need a large coop? Will a small coop suffice?
Something in between?
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In this case, the hens are vulnerable to predators due to the use of the flimsier chicken wire on their run. They're
also overcrowded with too many birds in too little space. This can cause health problems as well as problems with
birds pecking each other.

Generally speaking (and remember, the more
space per bird, the better), you'll want a minimum
of 3 to 4 square feet of interior space for each hen in
your coop. This means that a coop with 12 square
feet of interior floor space will have enough room
for three to four birds.

Now, obviously three to four birds is by no
means a sizeable flock, but for the novice chicken
enthusiast, this can be the perfect number with
which to get started. But what if you already have
extensive experience with chickens and are ready
to establish a more populated flock? A larger coop
with more extensive areas of enclosed space will
provide room for an increased number of birds.
Simply calculate the projected square footage of the
enclosed area of the coop and calculate the number
of potential birds that could inhabit the coop.

Remember, you don’t want to overcrowd your
coop in an attempt to squeeze in more birds;
insufficient elbowroom can cause serious problems
for your flock, beginning with pecking at each other
and fighting, and possibly escalating all the way

to cannibalism. Avoid these potential problems by
providing plenty of space for your chickens and
don’t overcrowd them.

You should also consider the future size of your
flock. Maybe you only have four hens right now,
but how about next year? Do you foresee yourself
significantly expanding your flock, or are you happy
with a smaller group of birds? If you anticipate an
uptick in your chicken population, then it might
be wise to accommodate for that possibility when
you sketch your design. You don’t want to go to all
the trouble of constructing a custom coop only to
decide that four chickens really isn’t enough and
eight would be so much better. Do enough research
ahead of time so that you can build the coop you
want in the size you need.

ROOSTS

Like most birds, chickens prefer sleeping off
the ground, either in trees, on top of their coop,
or on roosts. Because sleeping outdoors makes
your chickens far too vulnerable to predators,
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Having enough roost space is important. Each chicken needs between 8 and 12 inches of roost space, and

staggering the roosts (as shown here) gives each bird plenty of comfortable roost space.
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you'll undoubtedly want to keep them in the coop at
night, and that’s where roosts come in.

Wooden roosts, whether poles or boards, are
most desirable. This is especially true if the wood
isn’t sanded to perfection and has a little roughness
to it, as that makes it easier for the chickens to
grip. Rounded corners can be helpful, but it’s also
very important that the roosts be wide enough for
the birds to perch comfortably—a minimum of
2 inches. Never use metal roosts; chickens have
trouble gripping metal, and if it becomes too cold,
your chickens could get frostbite.

In addition to making sure that your roosts are
of the appropriate size to suit your chickens’ feet,
you’'ll also want to make sure that you provide
enough roost space to accommodate all your
chickens; each bird will need a minimum of 8
inches of length to avoid crowding—and more is
better. Consider 1 foot per bird the minimum and
your chickens will thank you.

Another thing to consider is the height of
your roosts in relation to the nest boxes. Roosts
should be about 1% to 2 feet off of the floor, and
they should not be placed above your nest boxes.
Otherwise when the hens roost there, they will add
a mess just where you don’t want one. The roosts
can also be staggered in grandstand fashion for
cleanliness purposes.

NEST BOXES

It would seem logical to think that each hen needs

a nest box all to herself, but the truth is that one

box will do nicely for three to four hens. (However,
some say that it doesn’t matter how many nest boxes
you have; all the hens will want to use the same

nest box.)

But for the purposes of designing your coop,
the number, size, and location of your nest boxes
does matter—a lot. Many of the concerns about
nest boxes have to do with keeping the eggs

There are many different ways to go about providing nest boxes for your hens. You'll need to make sure your

nest boxes are big enough and that you provide an adequate number for your flock. These nest boxes are being

well used.
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clean—in fact, that’s actually the main reason you
will want nest boxes. Nobody wants to eat a dirty
egg, much less a cracked one, and that’s exactly
what you may get if your hens lay their eggs on
the floor or anywhere but in a designated, clean
nest box.

Obviously, if your nest boxes are bumped out
on the exterior of your coop, there will be more
room inside the coop for all your other chicken

BROODERS

There are plenty of confusing terms related to
chickens and chicken-keeping, and you've stumbled
onto one of them! A ‘brooder’ is specifically for
the raising of young chicks you've purchased.
These chicks won't have a hen to keep them
warm, and they can’t be allowed to be in the
same coop as your older chickens until they grow
big enough to defend themselves; that is where
the brooder comes in. A ‘brooding area’ in your
coop is for chicks that are still with their mother
and is usually just a separate portion of the coop.
Another confusing thing is that the heat source
inside your brooder may also be called a brooder
in some cases, be it a heat lamp or some other
type of heating system. In this book, whenever
you see the word ‘brooder’, we will be referring
to the place where you are going to raise your
motherless chicks.

Brooders have been constructed out of pretty
much everything under the sun; cardboard boxes,
rubber tubs, plastic children’s wading pools, and of
course wood, although a cardboard or wooden box
is most often recommended. One kind of brooder
is called a ‘battery’ and is actually several tiers
of brooders stacked up, each with its own heat
source, but unless you intend to be raising dozens
of chicks, you probably won't need anything so
elaborate. A single box will do nicely for one batch
of chicks.

paraphernalia, but this kind of box will need a very
good roof to prevent rainwater from leaking into
the nests.

As for size, ideally your boxes should have
1 square foot of floor space (12 x 12 inches), and
be 12 to 14 inches high or thereabouts. The roof or
ceiling of your boxes needs to be slanted, like a shed
roof, to discourage birds from roosting on top of
them and (yes) making a mess.

The brooder doesn’t have to be elaborate, but it

does need to be warm and clean. Your chicks are
going to need lots of TLC during those first days
at home.

(continued on next page)
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BROODERS (CONTINUED)

Now that your brain is reeling from all this
information and you're vulnerable to a surprise
attack, we're going to throw another mind-boggling
fact of chicken life at you: your brooder is probably
not going to be in your coop.

“What?" you exclaim. “This is a book about
building chicken coops, and brooders don't usually
even go in chicken coops? What gives?”

But in a way, you could actually consider a
brooder as a mini-coop. You need to provide your
brooder with many of the same things as your coop:

feeders, waterers, adequate bedding and ventilation,

and predator protection, depending on where you
want to keep your brooder. But you also have to
provide special amenities for the chicks—the most
important being a heat source.

Without a heat source, your chicks couldn’t
survive. Warmth is vital to their well-being, and
they must have 24/7 access to either an infrared
heat lamp or a special heater specifically for young
poultry. Most heat sources are suspended above the
brooder; others go inside it.

Chick feeders are a convenient way to provide
food in your brooders, but you have to be careful
how you supply your youngsters with water. Wet
litter can bring on coccidiosis, which is potentially
fatal to young chicks, so if you use a traditional
waterer be sure to change out any wet litter as
quickly as you find it. Another option is to use a
waterer fitted with poultry nipples—kind of like the
water bottles used in rabbit hutches.

Then there’s the great bedding debate. What
should you use for litter in your brooder? Some of

STATIONARY COOPS VS. PORTABLE COOPS

As you've probably gathered, designing a chicken

coop requires a lot of decision making. Like
most aspects of farming, there isn’t just one
cut-and-dried way to do it. Each aspect of your

A spare room in your barn or home can be an ideal
place for your brooder. This tack room works perfectly;
it keeps out predators and allows the chicks to stay
toasty warm.

chicken coop requires careful consideration
and evaluation. That’s why were presenting you
with another decision to ponder: stationary
coops versus portable coops. What’s best for
your setup?



the options are the same as for your regular chicken
coop, such as wood shavings, sand, or chopped
straw, but there are a few kinds of litter you need to
avoid in your brooder. For instance, shredded paper
is not a good choice for chicks, because they have
trouble maneuvering through it; the same goes for
whole straw. At the beginning, you will want to
cover the litter with paper towels so your chicks
don't peck at it, but after a couple of days, once the
chicks are eating well and using their feeders, you
can take the towels out.

As for the location of your brooder, many people
keep their brooders inside their homes until the
chicks reach a certain, too-big-to-be-in-the-house

age, and you may or may not want to follow suit. For

one thing, chicks kick up a lot of dust. For another,

STATIONARY COOPS

The best attribute of a stationary coop is that, in all
likelihood, it will live up to its name and you will
never have to move it. So feel free to make it big,

roomy, and robust. You can use heavier, more durable

unless their brooder has a roof or high-enough walls,
they can escape. But being in the house certainly
does cut down on the threat of predators, barring
overly curious house pets. Oftentimes a warm utility
room or a small spare room can work well. Many
people use an extra room in their barn or in a small
heated shed.

If you keep your brooder inside your home
and you have pets such as dogs or cats, you will
definitely want to cover your brooder with a roof
made of hardware cloth. This will provide sufficient
ventilation and predator protection at the same time
(yes, Poochy and Meowzers can be predators, sad
to say). For some fun and to learn what not to do,
watch the old “I Love Lucy” episode entitled “Lucy
Raises Chickens."

These rare Russian Orloff
chicks are thriving in
their brooder. Make sure
you keep your brooder
at a temperature of at
least 90 to 95 degrees

to ensure the health

and well-being of your
tiny charges.
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materials and install permanent predator protection,
such as laying brick pavers around the perimeter of
your run or burying wire. To top it off, you will be
able to keep more chickens because a bigger coop
naturally means more space for more chickens!
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A stationary (or permanent) coop is one that is built and stays in one location rather than being easily
moved around. Larger coops are typically permanent, and they have the ability to be wired for electricity—a
nice convenience.

This large coop is an exception as it was placed on a wagon bed and is easily moved around via the farm tractor.

This is a nice way to take advantage of new grass every few days, but a great deal of room is required to maneuver
this type of coop.



The best attribute of a stationary coop, however,
can also be its worst attribute, as you probably
won't be able to move it easily if you decide you
want it somewhere else. You won't be able to change
your mind about its location in two months or six
years, unless you want to go to extensive effort to
move the coop. This can be a serious drawback for
some people.

However, if youre of the mind-set to let
your chickens free range during the day, then
a permanent location for your coop can make
lots of sense. You can add landscaping around
it and beautify it so that it actually adds to the
attractiveness of your yard or property.

PORTABLE COOPS
The word portable can be a little misleading when it
comes to chicken coops because the actual degree of

portability can vary depending on how you design
your coop. You might want it to be hand-portable—
easily moved by a few people. But a portable coop
can also mean one that is built on wheels or on the
bed of a wagon, a tractor, a truck, or (if it's small
enough) an ATV can pull it.

In any case, a portable coop must be smaller and
more lightweight than a stationary coop. You may
not be able to have as many chickens in a portable
coop because you may not have as much space. An
even greater concern, perhaps, is that you might not
be able to provide a level of predator protection that
is quite as high as that of a permanent, stationary
coop. This is a more serious disadvantage than most.

The best aspect of a portable coop is that you
will be able to move the coop whenever you wish,
allowing your chickens to enjoy new grass and
places to forage.

This coop is sized for about fifteen hens, but it is still portable due to its wheels. The owners move this coop to a

new location once a week.
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CHICKEN TRACTORS

Are you looking for an extremely easy setup for your chickens? Do you want a safe place for your chickens
that doesn’t require much actual construction? If so, and if your flock of chickens is relatively small, then a
chicken tractor may be just the kind of chicken coop you've been looking for.

A chicken tractor is a portable chicken coop in which the actual coop and the run are securely connected
together in an all-in-one unit. To facilitate frequent moving, chicken tractors have wheels or handles that
allow you to move the coop around your yard to give your chickens continual access to fresh grass. Because
chicken tractors must be easily moveable, they are somewhat limited in terms of size, meaning that they are
not suited to someone who needs a coop for a large flock of birds.

At the same time, a chicken tractor must include the same features of its more traditional relatives,
including a secure roof and durable walls to keep your chickens safe from predators. However, because
chicken tractors are not tethered to the ground—and are frequently moved around your yard—they cannot
offer the same cold-weather protection as a stationary coop, so if you live in a region where the temperature
frequently drops below freezing, a chicken tractor might not be suitable for your circumstances.

In addition to being an excellent option for small-scale chicken raising, chicken tractors can also be used
for quarantining new or ill birds in your flock (more about that later in this chapter.)

As mentioned previously, chicken tractors—due in part to their small size—may not require as much
construction and are relatively simple to build. In some cases, you might even be able to repurpose a small
structures, such as a doghouse or large rabbit hutch, into a top-notch chicken tractor. In short, a chicken
tractor can be a great solution for those who can’t commit the necessary time to building a large coop but
would still like a versatile and easy-to-maintain shelter for a small flock of chickens.

© Cathleen Abers-Kimball/Shutterstock




DESIGNING YOUR COOP
WITH EFFICIENCY IN MIND

Now it’s time to get down to brass tacks in your
coop design. Just how efficient do you want your
chicken keeping to be? Good maintenance of your
chickens and coop is essential, and it’s nice to make
your day-to-day care to be as efficient as possible.

Here’s an irrefutable fact about poultry: theyre
messy. Bedding, feathers, sand, droppings, spilled
food and water—your pristine new coop won’t be
pristine for long and it must be cleaned regularly.
But when you keep efficiency in mind during the
design stages, it doesn’t have to be difficult to restore
cleanliness to your hen’s abode.

Smaller coop kits have the advantage of being lightweight and easily moved around by hand. Their main

disadvantage is that they are not as predator-proof as a permanent coop.
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For the most efficient setup, you'll want a special
cleaning door on the side of your coop, which can
be opened when you need to clean up droppings
or change the bedding. As you’ll see in Chapter 5,
our project coop has not one but two ways to access
the coop for cleaning—there’s a small door on the
side for quick tidying jobs, and the entire front of
the coop is easily removable for major cleanings.
Removing the front of the coop isn't something
you're going to do regularly—most jobs can be
accomplished via the small door on the outside—
but when you really want to get in and do a
thorough job, you'll appreciate the removable front
wall. Some coops are designed with large doors;
basically an entire side of the coop is on hinges and
opens for thorough cleaning. This is super handy.

As for the nest boxes, you can clean them the
same way you collect eggs from them, through the

special door that opens to the outside of the coop.
For extra simplicity, you can angle the floor of your
nest boxes with a slight slant so the nesting material
will slide out more easily when cleaning.

One option to consider during your design
process is adding a linoleum floor for your coop.
This can significantly increase your coop’s ease of
cleaning. Your choice of bedding goes on top so the
slippery surface isn't an issue. You just lay it loose in
your coop and it lifts out to make cleaning a breeze.

EFFICIENT EGG COLLECTING

Eggs are definitely one of the perks of chicken
keeping. Hatching eggs and watching as the
adorable chicks emerge is an amazing experience,
of course, but it’s a wonderful thing to be
endlessly supplied with a multitude of eggs for
culinary purposes too. The satisfying feeling of

The large cleanout door on this coop makes accessing its interior easy, which makes cleanup less of a chore.
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Being able to access your nest boxes and collect the eggs without having to enter your coop makes it super easy and

quick to bring in each day’s eggs.

self-sustainable living is felt most when producing
food, especially eggs from your very own chickens.

But all of those good feelings can be dampened
if gathering the eggs is frustrating for you. If
your chickens are laying anywhere they want, if
they’re leaving you broken or messy eggs, you'll
want to think about eliminating as many of these
issues as you can. Make it easy to collect eggs by
incorporating an outside access door to your nest
boxes. A simple flip-down door with a latch, located
on the outside of your coop, will make it possible to
easily gather eggs without having to enter the coop,
which makes this job quicker, easier, and cleaner
for you.

Having the forethought to plan for egg-
collecting days will come in handy when mapping
out your chicken coop’s floor plan. You'll be glad
you gave the issue the attention it deserves when
you're ready to collect your first eggs.

INCORPORATING SEPARATION
AND QUARANTINE AREAS INTO YOUR COOP

As happy as your flock probably is, there will
definitely be the occasional time when one or more
of your chickens will need to be separated and/

or isolated from the rest of the flock. Whether this
occurs as a result of quarantine, sick birds, or simply
a broody hen, you’ll want to make things easy on
yourself by incorporating a quarantine area into
your coop design.

One way to prepare is to construct a divided
coop. It is just as the name implies—a coop divided
into two or three sections for the purpose of
separating groups of chickens, including for health-
related issues. The walls can be made out of various
materials, usually types of wood and/or hardware
cloth, or even chicken wire. Some divided coops
have walls with doors in them, but it’s up to you.
Doors in the coop are more convenient, but it can

continued on page 68
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k. A

Using a special egg basket makes gathering your eggs a little more fun. This English wire egg basket adds a lovely
accent to egg collecting.



DESIGNING YOUR COOP




continued from page 65

be safer to simply have two outside doors leading to
each section of your coop.

Another option is to build a secondary coop.
This can be identical to your primary coop, or it can
be something smaller and simpler, such as a chicken
tractor. The latter option is particularly sensible,
for even if you possess a large flock of chickens, it is
highly unlikely that you will need to separate more
than a handful of them at any given time.

So why might you need to separate
your chickens from each other? Well, many
circumstances could lead to the rearrangement of
your flock. For example, a broody hen (see below)
needs a private home while she incubates her eggs.
This location needs to be safe from predators and
from other hens who may be interested in claiming
the nest for their own. A simple brooding pen will

suffice for your broody hen—a miniature coop just
for the hen and her soon-to-be chicks.

And of course, what if one or more of your
chickens should become sick? Ill chickens need
to be kept away from their healthy compatriots in
order to prevent the further spread of the disease.
Utilizing another coop—or using isolated space in
your divided coop—is a helpful solution.

Any time you purchase new chickens, it’s wise
to quarantine them for a time, just in case they are
carrying any diseases that could be spread to the
rest of your flock. Two to four weeks is the standard
length of time that new chickens should be under
quarantine. Chickens should also be quarantined
for a few days after attending a poultry show, in case
they managed to pick up an undesirable ailment
while out and about.

In this case, the separation is being done inside the coop run underneath the raised main coop. Here is where

chicken wire comes in handy; it effectively provides an easy place to keep a hen and her chicks until they're old

enough to join the main flock.
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Hens that are sitting on a clutch of eggs are said to be brooding. Sometimes you can use a crate to house your
broody hen. This provides her with everything she needs while giving her the ability to remain isolated from the
other hens.

SEPARATING BROODY HENS

A broody hen is a marvelous example of maternal
magnificence. Just think of all those innate
instinctive qualities that suddenly manifest
themselves when a hen decides to raise a clutch of
eggs—it’s amazing!

But exactly what happens when a hen “goes
broody”? And what does it mean for your chicken
coop project? Well, as your hens go about their
daily routine, they lay eggs that you collect. When a
hen goes broody, she wants to sit on a nest of eggs.
Whether or not she carries this project out long
enough to raise chicks will vary from one individual
to the next, but regardless of the end result, a
broody hen becomes somewhat territorial and
obsessively focused on her nest.

If a hen does stick with her nest and raise a
clutch of eggs to chickhood, she will be essentially

d00J YNOA ININDISIT

confined to her nest for a three-week period.
Aside from a daily jaunt to take care of important
activities such as eating and drinking, she’ll remain
on her nest nearly without ceasing.

For this reason, it’s easy to see why you wouldn't
want her to establish her brooding project in one
of the nest boxes in your coop. In a busy coop with
multiple hens utilizing the same nest boxes on a daily
basis, a broody hen just doesn’t have the privacy that
she wants and needs in order to properly raise her
eggs; nor will you want one of your nest boxes taken
up by a long-term occupant. Additionally, you’ll want
a safe and isolated location for the hen and chicks, so
plan to accommodate any broody hens separately.

You'll soon discover that only some hens go
broody—others never seem to think about it. But
you’'ll likely notice the same hens repeatedly going
broody over time.
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The broody hen can be housed in her coop, but she will benefit from the extra safety and seclusion of her crate.

The safety of your hen and her eggs (and later
on, chicks) is paramount, so make it a priority to
ensure that the accommodations for your broody
hen are 100 percent predator-proof. Your hen will
be sitting—vulnerably—on her nest for a minimum
of 21 days. Keep her stress levels low by protecting
her from predators and providing a safe, enclosed
area that is outfitted with a nest box, an area for her
to use when relieving herself, and an area with food
and water.

The location and appearance of your brooding
area can vary according to your situation and
specific needs. You could convert an existing
structure into a brooding area—perhaps a fully
enclosed, empty box stall in your barn could be
converted. Or simply amend your coop design to
include a separate brooding area that will allow the
broody hen to stay in proximity to her friends while
still maintaining her privacy and need for peace and
quiet. (More on this in Chapter 6.) Large dog crates
are sometimes used as brooding areas; hens hardly

move from their nest when broody, so expansive
amounts of space are usually unnecessary until
the eggs hatch, and you can place the crate inside
your run, if desired. This allows your broody hen
to benefit from the protection of the coop while
allowing her to remain isolated from the other hens.
One important key: Keep the brooding area
very close to or on the ground. This is for the safety
of the chicks after they hatch. When they begin
toddling out of the nest, you don’t want them to
fall any distance to the ground, which they could if
hatched in a higher nest.

RUNS

Unless you choose to free range your chickens (and
maybe even if you do), you will want your coop to
have a run. A run is a fenced-in area attached to
the coop that gives your hens safe and easy access
to the outdoors, allowing them to go in and out as
they please. Of course, free-range chickens don’t
necessarily need a run on a day-to-day basis, but



it’s a good idea to have one available if you can’t be
around to supervise your chickens during the day.

One of the main things to consider when
designing your run is—as you have probably
guessed—size. It is important to provide enough
space for your chickens to prevent them from
getting testy with each other. Overcrowded
chickens are unhappy chickens, so it’s best to avoid
the situation from the get-go by making your
chicken run large enough to provide approximately
10 square feet of space per bird. The height of your
fence depends on whether you want to put a roof
on it. If you go without a roof, your fence needs
to be at least 6 or 8 feet tall to prevent predators
from jumping inside—but this leaves your chickens
exposed to hawks and other birds of prey, who aren’t
deterred by any height of fence if it doesn't have
some sort of roof on it.

As for the fencing itself, most runs are
constructed from some type of wire fencing, but
don’t go out and buy yourself a roll of chicken wire

just yet. If somebody held a contest to find the
type of fencing with the worst misnomer, chicken
wire would take the grand prize. Yes, it’s been used
for chicken runs forever—but if youd like to have
chickens for any leng